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I assent,

tL.s.l

PnrRrcr L. AuleN,
Governor-Generul.

9th day ofJune. 2020.

AItl ACT to Amend the Registation ofTitles Cadastral Mapping
and Tenue Clarification (Special Provisions) Act; and for
connected matters.

I gth June 2020 I

Bg IENAcTED byThe Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate and House of
Representatives of Jamaica, and by the authority of the sarne, as

follows:-
1. This Act may be cited as the Registration of Titles Cadastral short tirtc

Mapping and Tenrue Clarification (Special Provisions) (Amendment) llllr,,u.,inn
Act,2020,and strall be rcad and construed as one with the Registration



Amendment
of section 2
of principal
Act.

[No 6] The Registration of Titles Cadastral Mapping and
Tenure Clarification (Special Provisions)

(Amendment) Act, 2020

of Titles Cadastral Mapping and Tenure Clarification (Special
Provisions) Act, hereinafter referred to as the principal Act.

2. Section 2 of the principal Act is amended-

(a) in the definition of "application", by deleting the words
"section 28,54 or 85" and substituting therefor the words
"section 28,28A,54,85 or 87A";

(b) by inserting in its correct alphabetical sequence the
followine-

"adjudication certificate" means an adjudication
certifi cate is sued by an Adj udication Committee
or the Director ofAdjudication Services under
section 8A or 98;

"Adjudication Services Division" means the
Adj udication Services Division refened to under
section 8A;

"Adj udication Committee" means the Adj udication
Committee established under section 9;

"adjudiCation record" means the adjudication record
prepared in accordance with section 9,A.;

"Director ofAdjudication Services" means a Director
ofAdj udication Services Division appointed under
section 8A to perform the duties prescribed
thereunder;

"land surveyor" has the me'Aning assigned to it under
Land SurveyorsAct;

"systematic adjudication area" means an area declared
by the Minister under section 7C;

"voluntary registration application" means an
application made by an applicant in respect of
iand outside ofthe systematic adjudication area;
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(c) in the definition of "beneficiary" by deleting the word
"beneficiary" and substituting therefor the word "applicant".

3. Section 5 of the principal Act is amended by inserting in
paragraphs (c), (d) and (e), immediately before the semi-colon the
words ", without reference to the Commissioner of TaxpayerAudit
and Assessment".

4. Section 7 of the principal Act is amended by deleting the words
"Land Adm i ni stration and Management Programme" and substituting
therefor the words "National LandAgency".

5. The principal Act is amended by inserting next after section 7 the
following

"Functions of 7A.-( I ) There shall be for the purposes of this

|jiT'"' Act, a Director of Land Administration and
Adnrinisrrarion Management, who shall be an attomey-at-law of at
and loa
Monuo.n.,.n,. 

least ten yeafs expenenCe ln Conveyanctng.

(2) The Director of LandAdministration
andManagement shall have the following functions
as it relates to any project area-

(a) exercise general supervision and control
over the processing ofvoluntary registation
applications;

(b) process waivers pursuant to Section 5 of
theAct;

(c) issue instructions for advertisement of
notices to adjudicate rights and interests in
land;

(d) refer disputes relating to the rights and
interests in land to the Director of
Adj udication Services for a determination
of ownership in respect thereof;

(e) certify applications for regularization and
clarification.

Amendment
of section 5

of principal
Act.

Amendment
of section 7

of principal
Act.

Insertion of
new sections
7A, 7B, and
7C in
principal Act
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Powers of
Director of
Land
Adnrinistration
and
Managernent
to sunlmon.

7B.-{ I ) The Director of land Administation and

Management to whom any application is refened, may

by summons under his signature, require the applicant

or other pafty interested in any land under the operation

of this Act, to appear at a time and place to be

appointed in such surnmons to give an explanation

conceming such land or any document affecting title

thereto and to produce any deed of grant, Certificate

of Title, Will, Mortgage or document in the applicant's

or any other interested parfy's possession or control,

affecting such land, or the title thereto.

(2) Where a summons is served under

subsection (1), such summons shall be personally

served on the applicant or the other parfy as the case

maybe.

(3) The Director of Land Administation and

Management may examine upon oath (which oath the

Director is empowered to administer) any such

applicant or other party refened to under subsection

(1) and any such applicant or other party who fails,

refuses orneglects, to attendthe sunmons forpurpose

ofbeing examined, or to produce any such doculnent,

or to allow the same to be inspected, refuses or

neglects to give any such explanation shall, on

conviction in aParish Court be subject to a frne not

exceeding one million dollars.

(4) Ifthe Director of LandAdministration
and Management determines the information or

document withheld under this section appears to be

material, the Director of LandAdministration and

Management, is not bourid to proceed with the

application.
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7C.-{1) The Minister may on the ;r.tinisr.r

recommendation of the Chief Executive Ofticer of the :':i,lJ;:l;i::
National LandAgency, declare any parcel of land in o,r.lu.ricati.,n

aproject areato be a systematic adjudication area. 
;':::,.,:11.'.,,-

(2) A recommendation made under i,|i:jl,:i
subsection (1), shall include- Lanrr

(a) adiagram ofthe systematic adjudication 
Asenc\"

area; and

(b) the total number of parcels that are
registered and unregistered in a systematic
adjudication area.

(3) AII exemption from approvals, consents,

transfertax, stamp duties and fees granted under section
5, shall automatically apply to land declared under this
section, as a systematic adjudication area.".

6. Section 8 ofthe principalAct is amended in subsection (2), b/ Anrcnrtr'cnt

deleting the word "beneficiaries" and substitutingtherefor the word ::.:::l:l Io'applicants". 
l.lt'nt"tu'

" 7. TheprincipalActisamendedbyinsertingnextaftersection$tt1s lnscrtion ot'

following- ii: ff.,:l:T'
..Duties or 8A.-{1) Thereshallbeforthepurposesofthis ii"'1,0,,,
?ll:.',:"^:l_ Act, aDirector ofAdjudication Services, who shall ect

3*T:::"'"" be an attorney-at-law of at least ten years experience
in conveyancing, and shall perform the following
duties-

(a) exercise general supervision and control
over the adj udication process;

(b) issue instructions for advertisements of
notices to adjudicaterights and interests in
land;

(c) prepare notices in respect of each
systematic adj udication area;
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(d) ascertain claims or interests in land in
accordance with adj udication principles,
under section 9A;

(e) prepare the adjudication record;

(0 issue notices of completion of the
adjudication record;

(g) display the adjudication record for a

period of not less than thirty days;

(h) review and determine objections to the
adjudication record;

(r) make alterations or corrections to the
adjudication record;

0) issue adjudication certificates and direct
the Regisfar ofTitles to issue Certificates
of Title in accordance with the said
adj udication certifi cate without reference
to the Referee of Titles;

(k) refer matters to the Adjudication
Committee as provided for undersection
e(1);

0) communicate to the applicant in writing
the decision and grounds ofsuchdecision
of the Director ofAdj udication Services
or of the Adj udication Committee.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the
Director of Adjudication Services, may make a
notice published in the Gazette prescribing-

(a) the form of notices, the form of the
adjudication record and the form of
adj udication certification; and

(b) the manner in which the adjudication
record shall be displayed.
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88. Section 78 shall apply mutatis mutandis as

it relates to any application under thisAct.

8C.-{1) The Director ofAdjudication Services
may give authority in writing to any officer of the
Adjudication Services Division to sign anything
authorized or required by this Act to be signed by the
Director ofAdj udication Services.

(2) The Director ofAdjudication Services
may, in tlre instrument in which authority is given under
subsection (1) to any officer-

(a) require that such authority be exercised in
accordance with the general or specific
directions of the Director ofAdi udication
Services;

(b) specify the period for which such authority
shall be valid, so, however, that any such
period may be extended from time to time,
and qny autho+y given under this section
may be revoked at any time.

\
(3) Anything signed by an ofticer to whom

auttrority is given under this section and in accordance
with such authority, shall be valid and effectual as if it
were signed by the Director ofAdjudication Services.

(4) Notice of every authority given under
this section and of every extension or the revocation
thereof shall bepublished inthe Gazette.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (4), failure
to publishthenotice shall not affectthe validity ofthe
authority conferred, or any extension or revocation
thereof as the case may be.".

Director ot'
Adj ud icat ion
Services
po\\rr t0
sunl r)lotl
applicant or
otlter persou
of interest.

Director of
Adjudication
Services rna1,

authorizc any
otficer of
Adj udication
Scrv i ces
Division to
sign on bchalf
of its
Director.
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8. Section 9 ofthe principalAct is amended by inserting next after
subsection (3) the following-

" (4) The Chairman appointed under subsection (3) shall be an
attorney-at-law.".

9. The principal Act is amended by inserting next after section 9 the
following

"principles 9A.-{1) lnpreparingtheadjudicationrecord-
of
Adjudication (a) where the Director of Adjudication
and
preparation Services is satisfied that the person to
or whomtheapplicationrelates-
Adjudication
Record. (D is in sole open, quiet,

undisputed, continuous,
undisturbed possession, as
proprietor of a parcel of land
other than a parcel which is
Crown Land, and has been in
such possession, by himself or
his duly authorized agent, his
predecessors in title, for an
unintemrpted period of twelve
years ormore;or

G) has agoodtitleto theparcel and
that no other person has
acquired or is in the course of
acquiring atitle thereto under
any lawrelating to prescription
or limitation" and that the person
would succeed in maintaining the
title against any other person
claiming the land or any part
thereof,

the Director ofAdjudication Services shall
record the person as the owner of the
parcel and declare the person's title to be
absolute:
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(b) where the Director of Adjudication
Services is satisfied that righb existing in
or over such land do not amount to
ownership and are not such as to enable
the Director ofAdjudication Services, to
proceed under paragraph (d) the Director
ofAdjudication Services shall record the
land as Crown Land;

(c) where the Director of Adjudication
Seruices is satisfied that any land is subject
to any right which is registable as a lease,
charge, easement or restrictive covenant
under the Regisftation of Titles Act, the
Director of Adjudication Services shall
record such particulars that shall enable
the right and the name of the person
entitled to the benefit thereof to be
registered;

(d) where the Director of Adjudication
Services is satisfied that a person is in
possession ofor has a right to a parcel of
land, but is not satisfied that a person is
entitled to be recorded under paragraph
(a) as the owner of the parcel of land
with absolute title, the Director of
Adjudication Services may nevertheless
record that person as the owner of the
parcel of land, and declare his title to be
a qualified title and shall record-

(i) the date on which the
possession ofthat person shall
be considered to have begun;

G) particulars of any deed,
instrument or other document
by virtue of which any right or
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interest, adverse to, or in
derogation of the title of that
person might exist; or

(iii) any other qualification which
affects the title.

(2) Forthe purposes ofthis section "good
title" means an interest in land where the applicant is
entitled to maintain and defend his possession against
any other person claiming the same or any part thereof.

lssuance of 98. TheAdiudicatiorr COmmittee shall issue an
Ad iudication
;il;;;;;.;" Adjudication Certificate after a determination of a

matter under section 8A(k).

rnabirity of 9C.-{1) WheretheAdjudicationCommitteeis

t:';fffl:' unable to determine absolute or qualified title, the
ro determine parcel shall be registered in the name of the Crowntitre and be held on trust by the Crown for a period of up

to twenty years unless it can be transferred to the
rightful ownerpursuant to a duly issuedAdjudication
Certificate or Court Order declaring ownership.

(2) After the expiration ofthe period refened
to under subsection (1) the land or parcel thereof
shall-

(a) be deemed bona vacantia and shall
belong to the Crown; and

(b) vest and may be dealt with in the same

manner as other bonavacanlia accruing
to the Crown.

stafingol' 9D.-{l) Notwithstandinganyotherenactment,suits 
no action claiming an interest in land or rights to land

in a systematic adjudication area, shall be initiated in
any civil court, unless notice of the action has been
served uoon the Director ofAdiudication Services.
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(2) Upon the application of any party
interested in the subject matter of an action claiming
an interest in land or rights to land in a systematic
adjudication area instituted before the publication of
the Notice referred to in Section 8A(b), the Court
may stay the hearing of such action and refer it to the
Director ofAdj udication Services.

(3) The Director ofAdjudication Services
shall upon the completion ofthe adjudication process,
advise the Court ofthe outcome.

98. Notwithstanding any provision underthe t-and
SurveyorsAct, a surveyor shall-

(a) carry out such survey and mapping as may
be required in the execution of the
adjudication process to the satisfaction of
the Director of Surveys;

(b) cause advertisement of notices in the
manner prescribed by the Director of
Adjudication Services-

(i) not less than ten days prior to
the survey or mapping of land
in a systematic adjudication
area; and

(ii) at least two daily newspapers
in circulation in Jamaic4 at least

once per week for two
consecutive weeks and on the
website of the National Land
Agency;

(c) adjust the boundaries of any land in the
adj udication section or re-allot the sanne,

with the consent in writing ofthe omers
who maybe affected bysuch adjustment
orre-allotment:

ll

Land
s u rvey(lrs
I unctions
under this
Act.
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(d) make any reservation the surveyor
considers necessary for the purpose of
defining existing roads and paths or for rhe
better drainage of any land;

(e) make a declaration under the Voluntary
DeclarationAct, ofsuch existing righrs of
way over any land in the systematic
adjudication area and may direct rhe
manner in which such rights of*'ay are to
be exercised and in such case the surveyor
shall direct that such rights of way be
recorded in the adjudication record in
respect of the dominant land and the
servient land; and

(0 prepare or cause to be prepared a
Cadastral Map of parcels of land in the
systematic adj udication area.

Proteuion of 9F. AnyofficerappointedunderthisActandanyorricers other person appointed for the purpose of the
adjudication proceedings under this Act, shall not be
liable to any action, suit orproceedings for or in respect
of any act or matter done in good faith or omitted to
be done in exercise or supposed exercise of the
powers given by this Act or any regulations made
thereunder.

procedures 9G.-(1) Ifthe applicant is dissatisfied with the
:_1:1: _. decision of the Direcror ofAdjudication Services oraDDlrcant rs

dlisatisfied the Adjudication Committee, the applicant may

L',IJ.,,"", sunmon the Director ofAdjudication Services or the
given by Adjudication Committee, as the case may be, to

'l:l',"rt'ffjn appear before ajudge to substantiate and uphold the
Seivices or grounds ofhis refusal or such directions as aforesaid,

|:#*iH: such surnmons to be issued under the hand ofajudge
and to be served upon the Director ofAdjudication
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Services ortheAdjudication Committee (as the case

may be) at least six clear days prior to the day
appointed for hearing the complaint.

(2) Reference to ajudge under subsection
(l) means ajudge ofthe Supreme Court orjudge of
the Parish Court.

9H. If any person-

(a) knowingly makes any false statement or
declaration in any application to register
land pursuant to this Act;

(b) in any application to be registered as
proprietor whether in possession,
remainder, reversion or otherwise;
suppresses, withholds or conceals, or
assists or joins in or is privy to the
suppressing, withholding or concealing
from the Director of LandAdministation
and Management Director of Adj udication
Services or Chairman of anAdjudication
Committee, any material document, fact
or mafier of information;

(c) knowingly makes a false declaration
required under the authority made in
pursuance of this Act;

(d) during the course of his examination
before the Director of Land
Administation and Managemen! Director
ofAdjudication Services or Chairman of
an Adjudication Committee, knowingly
gives false evidence; or

(e) fraudulently procures, assists in
fraudulently procuring, or is priW to the
fraudulent procuement of any certificate

l3

Otfences
against this
Act.
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of title or instrument, or knowingly
misleads or deceives any person
hereinbefore, authorized to require
information or explanation in respect to
any land, or the title to any land declared
under this Act.

commits an offence and shall on conviction
before a Judge of the parish Court be liable to
a penalfy not exceeding one million dollars or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one
year.".

\rncndrncnt 10. Section 10 of the principal Act is amended_
rl' scction I 0

,' 'rincipa' (a) 
ilr',i,*I,fili,l,l?;,?Iffi:'ffi?1e 

opening words and

" (1) An applicant maymake an application ifthat
applicant-";

(b) in subsection (2), by deleting-

(D the words "abeneficiary" and substitutingtherefor
the words "an applicant";

(ii) the word "beneficiaries" and substitutingtherefor
the word "applicants";

(c) in subsection (3), by deleting the word ,,beneficiary" 
and

substituting therefor the word "applicant".

\nrcndnront 11. Section l1 oftheprincipalActis amended-
rf- scction I I

't'principal (a) in subsection (l) by deleting the word "beneficiaries', and
substituting therefor the word "applicants',;

(b) in subsection (3), by deleting the words,,a beneficiary,'and
substituting therefor the words "an applicant,'.

(c) by insertingnext after subsection (a) the following_

" (5) Where acharge prescribed bythe Ministerunder
this section affects any land under the Registration of
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Titles Act, the Director ofAdjudication Services and
the Director ofland Administration and Managemen!
shall advise the Registrar of Titles of details of the
charge, and the Registrar ofTitles shall lodge a caveat
againstthe Certificate ofTitle forthe land described in
thememorandum.".

12. Insert next after section 1 1 the following- 
ffi,:::l;t"Ministcr 11A. The Minister may by order, subject to nA in

::11"::i']:' affirmative resolution, amend any penalty or fine principar Act'
pcnalt)'or
rine by imposed underthisAct.".
ordcr.

1 3.-{ l ) The provisions of the enactnent specifi ed in the frst colslll Amen d me n t

of the Schedule are amended in the manner specified in the respective i.lgir,,u,ion
amendments in the second column thereof. of ritres

Cadastral
(2) Each amendment shall be construed as one with ths Mapping

enactment specified in relation thereto. Regulations'
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ScHEDULE (Section 13)

First Columrr Second Column

Registration of
Titles.
Cadastral
Mapping and

Tenure
Clarification
(Special

Provisions)
(Adjudication
Committees)
Regulations,
zffi',l

Regulation 2 The principal Regulations are amended by renumbering
the regulation as 2(l), and inserting next after paragraph
( I ), as renumbered the following-

* (2) The Minister shall appoint one of the
appointed members under paragraph (l) to be

Chairman ofthe Committee, and such Chairman shall

be an attorney-at-law.",

Regulation 3 l. Insert next after paragraph (3), the following as paragraph

(3AF
AMENDMENTS To BE MOvCo IN THE HOUSS OP

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE REGISTRATION OF TITLES

CeoastneL MApptNc TeNune CleRtptcnttoN
(Seecral PRovrsroNs) (AnaeNoveNT) Acr, 2020

Clause Amendment

ll Delete from the Schedule, regulation 3 and regulation
I 1 and the entry in relation thereto, and substitute
therefor the following-

"Amendment l. The principal Regulations are
of .. amended in regulation 11, bYregulation :'----1.- - -
lt. insertingnqxtafterparagraph(3)the

following-
* (3A) In the case of the
Chairman's absence from or
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Amendment

and [No.6] t7

inability to act at any meeting,
the members ofthe Committee
shall elect from their number to

act as Chairman of that
meeting.

(38) WheretheChairman
is appointed under paragraph
(3A), the Chairman shall be
supported by the attorney of
the Adjudication Services
Division.".

2. lnsert in paragraph (4)
immediately after the words "three
members," the words, ", including
the Chairman".

The principal Regulations are
amended by inserting next after
regulation I l, the following-

ll A.-{l) The Chairman of the

Committee to whom an application
is referred may, by summons under
his signature, request the applicant
or other person interested in any
land under the operation of the

Act-
(a) to appear at a time and

place to be appointed in
such summons and give
any explanation con-
cerning such land or any
document affecting title
thereto; and

(b) to produce any deed of
grant, certificate of title,
will, mortgage or
document in his
possession or within his

control affecting such

land, or the title thereto.

"lnsertion of
new
regulation
I tA.

"Powers of
the
Chairman to
SUmmon.
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Clause Amendment

(2) The Chairman is
authorised to examine on oath or
take or receive a voluntary
declaration (which oath the
Chairman is hereby empowered to
administer and which voluntary
declaration the Chairman is
empowered to take and receive) any
such applicant or other persons
referred to under paragraph ( I ), and
any such applicant or other person
who fails, refuses or neglects to give
explanation aforesaid, shall be liable
on any such default to be
summoned before a Judge to be
dealt with in the case of a contempt
of the Coun.

(3) If the information or
document withheld under this
regulation appears to the Chairman
to be material, the Chairman is not
bound to continue the application.".

PR|NT€O 8Y.'iA'titArCA PR|MIb{G SEsnC€S (rgu) LTD.. (GO/ERNMENT PRTNTERS). DUKE STREEI KINGSTON. JArvlArCA


